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Demand for Down &
Feather Products
Continues to Grow

Gram for gram, down provides the
best insulation for bedding, apparel
and sleeping bags.

Around the world, down and feather
products for bedding and apparel
continue to grow in popularity.

In China and the USA increases
are seen in finished product sales.

In Japan and Europe a continued
market for replacement products
dominate trade.

Down and feather popularity is
growing for a number of reasons:

+ Down has the highest insulation
ratio to weight of any filling.

* New fabrics and constructions
have allowed a “fashion
flexiblity” in down products.

* No true “synthetic down” has
ever been developed.

+ Down is very washable.

+ Downproof fabrics allow fabric to
breathe and at the same time
prevent down leakage.

* Down is arenewable,
sustainable product.

This increased demand does
create potential shortage of supply.

If the down supply is tight, retailers
and importers need to have good
quality testing programs to insure
compliance with internal product
specifications and government
regulations.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

® [n June 2006 Park City, Utah
will host the annual meeting of
the International Down and
Feather Bureau (IDFB).

Contact Siegfried Bohler:
tel: +43 5574 523 2516
fax: +43 5574 523 256
email: 1dfb@idfb.org
website: www.idfb.org

® The American Down and
Feather Council (ADFC) has
announced a labeling
compliance program.

ADFC Chairman, Mr. Stephen
Palmer, notes that the program
includes a “Seal of Approval” for
members’ compliant products.

Contact Lisa Rand, ADFC
tel: +1212297 2122
email: Ilrand@kellencompany.com

website:  www.downandfeather.org

IDFL Review for 2005

IDFL continues to expand. Here are
some of the highlights for 2005.

* Suresh Shah of Independent Feather
and Down Laboratory in New Jersey
retired. IDFL agreed to continue
serving Shah’s clients through IDFL.

« |DFL has more than 2,000 clients.

* Samples from 51 countries.

+ 80 employees in our 3 labs.

* |IDFL tested 7,000 samples in 2005.

* In Salt Lake IDFL now has 3 separate

Fill Power testing rooms
 Expanded Fabric Testing capacity.

Steam Conditioning is now
the Official IDFB
Fill Power Method

In the June 2005 Kyoto IDFB meeting
Steam Conditioning was accepted as
the Official IDFB Fill Power method.

The details of the procedure were
agreed to in the IDFB January 2006
Frankfurt Technical Committee meeting.

EDFA 25-year Anniversary

The European Down and Feather
Association (EDFA) celebrated its
25-year anniversary in 2005.

EDFA has helped develop the Europe-
wide down and feather standards which
replaced many national standards.

EDFA has also developed several great
quality programs for down and feathers
such as Daunasan® and Nomite®.

Contact Juliane Hedderich for details:

tel: +49 61 31375070
fax: +49 61 31 37 50 815
email: info@edfa-mainz.de

website: www.edfa-mainz.de

IDFL MAIN info@idfl.com
1455 South 1100 East

Salt Lake City, UTAH 84105 USA

Tel: +1801467 7611

Fax: + 1 801467 7711

IDFL EUROPE
Attn: Max Lieber
Kasereistr. 17, 8505 Pfyn Switzerland
Tel: + 4152 765 1574

Fax: + 4152 770 1574

suomax@idfl.com

IDFL/CIQ CHINA zjfdl@163.net
Attn: Matt Lieber / Jeff Song

Tonghui Mid-Road 118, Xiaoshan Dist
Hangzhou, Zhejiang 311208 CHINA
Tel: + 86 571 8272 3575

Fax: + 86 571 8273 3654
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